[Typical nosocomial infection with an unusual cause: Hafnia alvei. Report of 2 cases and literature review].
The route of infection and the course of two typical nosocomial infections are described in two patients infected with a rare gram-negative bacterium. Both patients underwent cardiovascular surgery. They were placed close to each other in the intensive care unit for several days and suffered from pneumonia and from wound infection respectively. In both patients bacterial culture grew Hafnia alvei. Successful antibiotic treatment was achieved with Netilmicin and Imipenem. Urinary tract, respiratory tract and wound infections are the most frequent nosocomial infections according to the literature. Risk factors are duration of stay in the intensive care unit, shock, poor general condition and advanced age.